
Easter Teaching No. 1 
Why would the Religious leaders conspire against Jesus? 

We know that Jesus came to die, we know that all he did during his ministry was to 
authenticate his claim to be the Christ sent from God. 
So why with all the miracles, signs and wonders, proving himself to be their Messiah, 
did the religious leaders want to cut his ministry short and do away with him? 

Well the Pharisees and Sadducees had pre-conceived ideas about the Messiah, what 
he would do when he came and especially that he would be like them, very religious 
and would follow their laws and regulations.     

Jesus never did break the Mosaic law as this was put in place by his Heavenly Father, 
but Jesus did not keep the Pharisaic law or the tradition of the elders, because 
these were man-made rules and regulations and very typically put the ordinary 
citizens under unnecessary burdens.  Jesus also associated with those on the margins 
of society, those that the religious leaders would never associate with or have any 
compassion or mercy on. This is basically summed up in a nutshell in  

Matthew 11:16 & 17  - Jesus said  
‘To what can I compare this generation?  They are like children sitting in the market-
places and calling out to others; 

“We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance, we sang a dirge and you did  
not mourn”. 

Simply put, Jesus did not dance to their tune, he associated with what the religious 
leaders considered to be the wrong people and he didn’t live up to their expectations 
as the Messiah.  He didn’t do things their way and they even rejected his miracles on 
the basis that he himself was demon possessed, that his power was from the devil 
and not from God. 

They were afraid of the crowd being sucked into believing this was the Messiah, 
because if this was the Messiah they feared that this Jesus would oust the Romans, 
that the Romans would fight back and destroy everything their current religious 
position gave them, the status, the power, the riches and the life-style they enjoyed. 

Even if Jesus did set up his Messianic kingdom, they feared that it would not be the 
sort of kingdom they were hoping for.  They wanted to maintain their status and as 
this Jesus was always at odds with them, they were sure their position as religious 
leaders was at stake. 

After Jesus resurrected Lazarus, many people believed in Jesus and came flocking 
into the area to see for themselves that Lazarus was alive and well.  This was the 
final straw for the religious leaders  

John 11:45 – 53  -      
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45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary the Sister of Martha, and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees 
and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees 
called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 
48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will 
come and take away both our temple and our nation.” 
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You 
know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for 
the people than that the whole nation perish.” 
51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the 
scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from 
that day on they plotted to take his life. 
It is ironical indeed that Caiaphas in his role as High Priest should have  prophesied, 
in his fear, that the Romans would destroy their nation and of Jesus causing an 
uprising: that it would be better to have one man, Jesus, die in the place of the whole 
nation.   

Jesus indeed was a substitute and died not just for the nation of Israel but he died a 
substitutionary death for all humankind. 

Matthew 26:1-5   
When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, “As you 
know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be 
crucified.” 
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the 
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and 
kill him.  “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the 
people” 
The die was cast – the plot was made, they just needed an opportunity to arrest 
Jesus away from the crowds. 
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Easter Teachings No. 2 

The Betrayal 

From our last teaching we saw that in Matthew 26 it was only two days before the 
Feast of Passover began and the chief priests and elders were looking to kill Jesus, 
but not during the festival as they feared the crowds and thought there may be a 
riot. 

What they needed was someone in the know, someone who worked closely with Jesus, 
someone who knew his habits and where he would be, away from the crowds. 

Here we introduce Judas Iscariot.   

Matthew 26:14-16, Mark 14:10 & 11 and Luke 22:3-5 are all parallel accounts of the 
same event, but each giving a slightly different detail - so putting them all together: 

We see that Judas went to the chief priests (Pharisees) and elders (Sadducees)  to 
ask what they would give him if he handed Jesus over to them.  Mark’s account tells 
us they were delighted and gave him 30 pieces of silver to betray his master. 

30 pieces of silver is actually quite significant, according to Exodus 21:32 this is the 
price of a dead slave. If an ox gored a man’s servant to death, then the owner of the 
ox had to pay 30 pieces of silver to the servant’s master.   Later on, but before this 
event,  30 pieces of silver became an amount of derision, an amount of contempt.  If 
you gave someone 30 pieces of silver, it meant you counted them or their service as 
worthless.  So they counted Jesus to be as worthless as a dead slave. 

Who gave Judas the money?   The chief priests and elders (P and S) but not out of 
their own pockets, it came out the Temple treasury.  The money in the Temple 
treasury was only to purchase sacrifices, and unbenowingly to them all, this is exactly 
what the 30 pieces of silver did, it purchased a sacrifice that would be slaughtered 
at Passover, the Passover Lamb, Christ himself.   

What sort of person was Judas and what made him do such a deed?  After all he had 
worked closely with Jesus and the disciples for 3½ years.  He had seen the miracles 
that Jesus had performed, he had heard the teaching from his Master.  He had lived, 
eaten and breathed in close proximity with Jesus, so why would he want to do this? 

Judas was one of the 12 disciples but he was not one like them.  He was the 
Treasurer in charge of the money bag but we are told. 

In John 12:1-5 we see the scene is 6 days before the start of Passover when Mary 
the sister of Martha poured pure nard over Jesus’ feet and dried them with her hair.   

 1



This nard was worth nearly a year’s wages.  Judas objected and asked why this 
perfume hadn’t been sold and the money given to the poor. 

However John 12:6 tells us 
‘He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as 
keeper of the money bag he used to help himself to what was put into it’ 

So he was dishonest and loved money, so much so, that he stole from his own team of 
disciples.  Luke 22:3 tells us that before he went to the chief priests and elders to 
offer his services, Satan entered Judas. 

We all have our weaknesses and the devil will try to get us to give in to them, we are 
told to put on the whole armour of God and that the Devil is like a roaring lion seeking 
to devour us.   With Judas’s love of money and the coaxing by Satan, he yielded to 
the temptation. 

Judas was needed for three reasons:- 

• He would know where Jesus retired, away from the crowd 
• As a point of Roman law, an accusation had to be brought before the Roman 

Governor.  No man could be brought to trial without a formal indictment. 
• He was needed as a prosecution witness in the trial 

We see Judas later in the story but for now he rests, watching and waiting for an 
opportunity to earn his 30 pieces of silver. 
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Easter Teaching No. 3 

Jesus Identifies the Betrayer 

To reiterate, we have seen that the religious leaders plotted to kill Jesus but away 
from the crowd so as not to incite a riot. 

Judas approached the religious leaders and for the agreed price of 30 pieces of 
silver, he agreed to hand Jesus over to them at the first opportunity. 

It was the eve of Passover and Jesus and his disciples were eating the Passover Meal 
(Seder), our equivalent to Maundy Thursday evening.   Their Passover lamb would 
have been sacrificed in the Temple Compound that afternoon, and then roasted ready 
for the meal they were just enjoying. 

Jesus knew this would be his last Passover meal and he transformed some of the 
traditions to become the ‘Communion’ or ‘Breaking of Bread’ that we observe today.  
But that is not the purpose of our study here. 

Jesus was very aware of who it was who would betray him that night.  Of course, the 
other disciples had no idea what sort of evening this would turn out to be, and that 
actually it would be the very last meal they would share with Jesus before his death. 

In John 13:5  -We are told that Jesus poured water into a basin and wrapped a towel 
around his waist and proceeded to wash his disciples feet.  An unusual thing to do as 
it was usually the hands that were washed.  You probably remember Peter’s objection 
to this and then after Jesus’ admonition, his fervour to be washed completely by 
Jesus!    However, in Verse 10 Jesus said that all his disciples were clean except for 
one of them, as he knew who was to betray him. 

Verse 18:   Jesus is encouraging his disciples to be servants and to serve others, but 
he was not referring to them all.    

Vs: 18:  I am not referring to all of you, I know those I have chosen.  But this is to 
fulfil the passage of scripture  “He who shared my bread has turned against me”.  I 
am telling you now before it happens so that when it does happen, you will believe 
that I am who I am.’   After he said this Jesus was troubled in his Spirit and 
testified  ‘One of you is going to betray me’.        This was to fulfil Psalm 41:9 

If we turn to Matthews account chapter 26:23  he adds ‘ But woe to that man who 
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him that he had not been born’ 
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The disciples were shocked and wanted to know who it was who was going to betray 
him. 

John 13:26:  ‘It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped 
it in the dish’. 

Back to Matthew 26:25,  Judas, the one who would betray him, said ‘surely you don’t 
mean me Rabbi?’  Jesus answered ‘You have said so’. 

Now although this sounds like a tame reply on Jesus’ behalf, in the language of the 
day it was actually an affirmative in the strongest sense, and we actually see this at 
the trial of Jesus later on in our studies where Jesus affirms in the strongest 
possible terms that he is the King of the Jews to Pilate. 

When Jesus dipped the bread into the dish and offered it to Judas, Satan entered 
into Judas again, and Jesus said to Judas 

‘What you are about to do, do it quickly’.    

The other disciples did not understand and thought that as Judas was the Treasurer, 
Jesus must have instructed him to buy something for the festival.   

John tells us – that it was night.      It was obviously night as this was an evening meal 
– so what did John mean by this?  One of John’s sub-themes in his book was the 
conflict between the light and the dark.  Judas was of the dark, he went out into the 
dark and the deed he was about to perform was of the dark.  Judas was 
characterised as having darkness and deception in his heart. 

This was about to be a night like no other, the beginning of the road to Calvary, a 
dark evening indeed. 
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Easter Teaching No. 4 

The Arrest 

Before we continue it must be said that 22 points of Sanhedrin law were about to be 
violated when it came to the arrest and trial of Jesus.  These laws were to protect 
Jewish citizens and they are actually very fair and considerate laws.  It is just a 
shame they were not put into operation for Jesus.  As each law is violated during the 
teaching, I will tell you.  These are listed in totality for reference at the end of the 
study. 

After the Passover meal, Jesus and his disciples retired to the Garden of 
Gethsemane on the slopes of the Mount of Olives.  After a heavy meal and four cups 
of wine, the disciples found it impossible to stay awake.  Jesus on the other hand 
knew what was going to befall him and we are told that he was in such anguish that he 
sweated drops of blood (this is an actual medical term called haematohidrosis)  An 
angel came and ministered to him and strengthened him for what he was about to 
endure. 

Judas, had not been to buy provisions, but rather went to the religious leaders who 
took him to Pilate to provide Pilate with the indictment to secure the cohort of 
soldiers for an arrest.  Here the first Sanhedrin Law was violated:   

Rule 1:  There was to be no arrest by religious authorities that was affected  
  by a bribe 

A Roman cohort of soldiers was anywhere between 300 and 600 men, there were also 
the servants of the High Priest,  other Jewish officers and Sanhedrin members. 
What a sight that must have been marching from Jerusalem over to the Mount of 
Olives, considering the leaders wanted him arrested without the crowds being aware. 
It may have been late in the evening but 300 soldiers + with torches and lanterns 
would be difficult to miss. 

Rule 2:  There were to be no steps of criminal proceedings after sunset 

Jesus did not flinch, he saw the arresting party and he went out to meet them.  He 
asked who they were looking for.   

John 18:5 tells us that when they answered ‘Jesus of Nazareth’, Jesus replied  ‘I 
AM’, this of course was the name of God in the Old Testament.  At this all those in 
the arresting party fell backwards as dead men.  Jesus’ deity shone through, showing 
that he was in control and he was allowing them to arrest him willingly.  When they all 
got up off the ground, Judas wanted to earn his money and came forward and kissed 
Jesus with the kiss of betrayal. 
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Then Peter in defence of Jesus, pulled out his sword and cut off the ear of the 
servant of the high priest.  Jesus however put the ear back into place and healed it, 
saying to Peter that even then if Jesus wanted, his Father would send more than 
twelve legions of angels to rescue him.  But he had to drink this cup as it was his 
Father’s will, and for the fulfilment of prophecy.    

Luke 22:52 Tells us that Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the Temple 
guard and the elders  

 ‘Am I leading a rebellion that you have come with swords and clubs?  Every day I was 
with you and you did not lay a hand on me.  But this is your hour – when darkness 
reigns’.    

Here we have another reference to darkness.  Darkness to the Jewish mind, being 
the absence of light, representing those who do not have eternal life because they 
are unknown to God. Darkness, a symbol of evil, spiritual blindness, sin and guilt. 

Those in the party were chief priests, elders and Sanhedrin members in violation of 
Rule 3. 

Rule 3: Judges or members of the Sanhedrin were not allowed to participate  
  in an arrest   

Matt 26:56 says ‘But all this came to pass, that the scriptures of the prophets might 
be fulfilled.  Then the disciples all left him and fled’. 

At this point the disciples were so frightened that they dispersed and ran away. 

Jesus was bound and marched from the Garden to await his first trial. 
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Easter Teaching No. 5 

The Religious Trials 

1. The Trial before Annas 

Jesus had been led to the House of Annas, he was the father-in-law of the current 
high priest, Caiaphas.  These both had control of the family commercial venture 
called The Bazaar of Annas to which Jesus had gone inside the Temple compound and 
twice overturned their stalls, the most recent being only a few days since.   

Annas had been High Priest from 7-14AD then was deposed by Rome and succeeded 
by four of his sons and finally, his son-in-law Caiaphas from 25-36 AD, however Annas 
was the real power even though Caiaphas was the High Priest. 

As I said before, during the arrest and trial of Jesus, 22 of the Sandedrin laws 
regarding arrest and trial, were violated by the Sandhedrin themselves in the case of 
Jesus.  We will see many of those during the next couple of studies:- 

Firstly, we see Rules No. 4 and 5 violated 

Rule No. 4 There were to be no trials before the morning sacrifice  
(the morning sacrifice was at 9 am) 

Rule No. 5  There were to be no secret trials, only public trials 

John 18:19-23 
Annas questioned Jesus about his teaching and his disciples, wanting Jesus to 
incriminate himself and his disciples but Jesus answered 

Vs:20-21 ‘ I always taught in synagogues or at the Temple, where all the Jews come 
together. I have said nothing in secret.  Why question me? Ask those who heard me, 
Surely they know what I said’. 

Then one of the officials slapped him in the face.  Strange as it may seem,  a slap 
with an open hand to the face of a Jew, at that time, was considered to be more of 
an insult than being punched in the face.  Jesus was treated with contempt and 
cruelty not permitted during a trial. 

Annas had tried to find something to charge Jesus with according to the Sanhedrin 
law and had failed.  With Annas failing to find a charge against him, Jesus should 
have been released, not so – instead he was passed to Caiaphas. 
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Easter Teaching No. 6 

2. The Trial before Caiaphas  

In this part of the trial of Jesus, 16 Sanhedrin laws were violated and I will point 
these out as we go along 

Luke 22:54 tells us that Jesus was led to the house of Caiaphas. 

Rule 6: Sanhedrin trials could only be conducted in the Hall of Judgement of 
the Temple Compound 

There were 71 members of the Sanhedrin but only 23 were required in a trial. There 
are no references as to how many attended this trial but the trial was being held in 
secret, at night and in a personal household. 

Mark 14:55-56 tells us  
‘The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus 
so they could put him to death but they couldn’t find any.  Many testified falsely 
against him but their statements did not agree’ 

In Jewish law, if a person was found to be a false witness in court, then the 
punishment that would have been meted out should the accused have been found 
guilty of that crime upon the false statement, then that same punishment was meted 
out to the one who gave false witness.  That did not happen here, as the religious 
leaders were so desperate to find someone to accuse Jesus. 

Rule 7: During the trial, the defence had the first word before the  
  prosecutors could present the accusations 

This is the other way round to our judicial system.  Note there was no defence 
lawyer to help Jesus who had to represent himself. 

It is written in the verse in Mark quoted above, that all the Sanhedrin were seeking 
to find him guilty, and this is in violation of the next law:- 

Rule 8: All could argue in favour of an acquittal but all could not argue  
  in favour of a conviction 

Finally two witnesses came forward who seemed to give the same testimony but 
again, this proved not to be the case: 
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Mark 14:58  the witness told that Jesus had said  He will destroy the temple and in 
three days build another 

Matthew 26:61 the witness told that Jesus had said I am able to destroy the temple 
and in three days build another 

Both sound similar, but they are essentially different; one was a statement of 
intention and one of claiming to be able to.  Again at this point Jesus should have 
been released as the witnesses did not agree. 

Rule No. 9 There were to be two or three witnesses and their testimony had to  
  agree in every detail 

Caiaphas then demanded that Jesus answer the accusation that the men brought 
against him 

Rule No. 10  There was no allowance for the accused to testify against himself 

And as this was against their law - Jesus refused to testify and said nothing so 
Caiaphas put him under an oath, an oath that demanded an answer by law:- 

Matt 26:63 Caiaphas:  ‘I adjure you by the living God, tell us whether you are the 
Christ, the Son of God’ 

Jesus answered ‘You have said so’.  This sounds rather a tame reply to us but in 
Greek this was an emphatic YES. 

Caiaphas reacted by tearing his garments, but this show of emotion was not 
permitted by Sanhedrin law 

Rule No. 11  Based on Leviticus 21:10, the High Priest was forbidden to tear  
   his garments 

Caiaphas was almost relieved and said ‘what further need have we of witnesses, we 
have heard his blasphemy’. 

The witness statements had not accused Jesus, rather he was accused by answering 
the oath presented by the High Priest, therefore the charge was brought by a judge 
in violation of Rule 12.  

Rule No.12 Judges could not initiate charges, they could only investigate  
  charges brought to them 
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Rule No.13 The accusation of blasphemy was only valid if the name of God was  
  pronounced 

Jesus had not done this, he had merely claimed to be the Messiah.  With no 
witnesses against him and not speaking the name of God he should have been 
released.  Again, his rights were ignored.  The law did not permit a man to be 
condemned solely by his own words, that is why the two or three witnesses had to be 
present.  Jesus however was convicted on his claim to be the Messiah. 

Rule No.14 A person could not be condemned solely on the basis of his own  
  words 

Trials had to be carried out in public during the daylight hours, it would be assumed 
that if it was night, then everyone must have had a long day in court, so proceedings  
would need to be reconvened at next daylight, refreshed and with a clear mind 
before potentially condemning a person.   

Matthew 26;66 tells us that those present at the trial said ‘He is worthy of death’ 
So Jesus was convicted of blasphemy and also given a sentence of death. 

Here five laws were violated:  

Rule No.15 The verdict could not be pronounced at night 

It was still in the small hours of the morning and still dark. 

Rule No.16 In the case of capital punishment, the trial and guilty verdict could  
  not occur at the same time but had to be separated by at least 24  
  hours 

At Jesus trial he was found guilty within moments of his conviction.  They agreed 
unanimously that he was guilty of the death penalty immediately,  and the sentence 
of death was passed at the same time.  This violated the next three laws:- 

Rule No.17  Voting for the death penalty had to be done by individual count,  
  beginning with the youngest, so that the young would not be  
  influenced by the elders 

Rule No.18  A unanimous decision for guilt showed innocence, since it is  
  impossible for 23 to 71 men to agree without plotting 

Rule No.19 The sentence could only be pronounced three days after the guilty 
verdict 
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Jesus should have been released once the unanimous decision had been reached of 
his guilt, this law was in force because it was believed that no case would have a 
unanimous vote for guilt without a conspiracy.  See the irony!  And the 19th law would 
allow time for potentially more evidence to be brought back to court which may 
indeed help prove the innocence of the one accused. 

Matt 26:67 tells us that the religious leaders then spat in Jesus face, struck him 
with their fists and slapped him and mocked him asking  

‘Prophesy to us Messiah, who hit you’  Luke 22:63-65 tells us they blindfolded him and 
spoke many other things to him and reviled him and beat him.  This was in violation of 
the next two laws: 

Rule No. 20  Judges were to be humane and kind 

Rule No. 21   A person condemned to death could not be scourged or beaten  
   before his execution 

We will also mention the last of the Sanhedrin’s own laws that were violated during 
this mockery of a trial. 

Jesus’ trial took place between the first night and the first day of Passover.  This 
was in violation of the last of the 22 Sanhedrin laws that were ignored  

Rule No.22 No trials are permitted on the eve of the Sabbath or on a feast  
  day 

It is at this point in the events that Peter made his three denials of Christ and if you 
would like to read more of this, it is recorded in Matt 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 
22:54b-62 and John 18: 25-27 

It had been a long night and was beginning to get light, the day was breaking, it was 
time for Jesus next trial. 
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Easter Teachings No. 7 

The Religious Trial before the Sanhedrin 

The parallel accounts of this can be found in Matthew 27:1, Mark 15:1a and Luke 
22:66-71 

The religious leaders waited for daylight and reconvened, trying to give some 
kind of legality to the trial, really in pretence that the events of the previous 
night had not taken place.   This trial was held not in the private houses of 
Annas or Caiaphas but in the Hall of Judgement in the Temple Compound, just as 
their own law required.   

Jesus was asked by the Sanhedrin ‘ If you are the Christ tell us’.  Jesus 
answered that he had already answered that question before and they did not 
believe him. 

They then asked him if he was the Son of God and Jesus answered ‘You say that 
I am’, and remember that was a way of giving an emphatic answer in the 
affirmative ‘YES’. 

They then said again they had no need of witnesses, that they had heard his 
claim from his own mouth.  

The whole assembly rose and took him to Pilate for another Trial.  Why was 
another trial needed?   

The death penalty had been removed from the Jewish authorities in 30AD, in 
fact only a few months before this trial.  The Jews wanted Jesus to be put to 
death but they had no authority to do this, this was a matter for the Roman 
leadership.  Interestingly, had the Jewish authorities had the power to execute 
Jesus, he would have been stoned to death, as the method of capital punishment 
of the Jews was by stoning.  However in fulfilment of Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22, 
the death of Jesus had to be carried out by crucifixion. 

And so Jesus who had been awake all night, on trial, beaten, punched, slapped 
and mocked was now taken before the Roman Procurator, Pontius Pilate for yet 
another trial. 
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Easter Teaching No. 8 

The Civil Trial before Pilate 

Matthew 27:2, 11-14,  Mark 15:1b-5, Luke 23:15 and John 18:28-38 

Luke’s account tells us that the Sanhedrin took Jesus to the Praetorium where Pilate 
was waiting but they did not go inside, as entering the building of a gentile at the time 
of a Feast would have rendered them ceremonially unclean and they would have been 
unable to eat the special Passover meal reserved for the priests later that morning. So 
Pilate came outside and spoke to them.  

So we introduce another person to the Easter story.  Pontius Pilate.  Pontius Pilate was 
Procurator of Judea from 26-36 AD.  He was a man known for his cruelty and was 
dismissed from public service for his cruel behaviour to the Jewish people, by Rome in 
36 AD. 

Pilate was ready and waiting for the leadership and was surprised that Judas, who had 
given him the indictment against Jesus the night before, was not present.   In the 
meantime, once Judas had heard that Jesus had been condemned to death, he tried to 
return the money to the chief priests.  He was remorseful that he had betrayed 
innocent blood.  However they refused to take the money back, so Judas threw it onto 
the floor of the Temple and went and hanged himself. 

That is why, as the crucial prosecuting witness, Judas was not present for this trial. 

John 18:29  Pilate asks the religious leaders ‘What charges are you bringing against 
this man?’   but the religious leaders had no specific charges and wanted to rely on 
Pilate trusting in their religious authority to believe that they wouldn’t bring an 
innocent man to him.   They said: 

‘If this man were not an evildoer we should not have delivered him to you’.   

This was not good enough under Roman law, and he told the Jewish leaders to take 
Jesus away and judge him according to their own law’. 

Then the real issue came up, the leadership replied ‘It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death’. 

Pilate would not condemn this man without an accusation, without an accusation there 
would be no proceedings at all.    Pilate then went inside the Praetorium and questioned 
Jesus.  Jesus maintained his claim to be the King of the Jews, but this was not in 
competition to the Roman rule, because he said his kingdom was not of this world.   

Pilate asked him if he was a king in any sense of the word and Jesus replied that he was 
king of the truth and that ‘Everyone on the side of truth listens to me’, and this is 
when Pilate famously responded ‘What is truth?’ 
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It was obvious to Pilate that this man was no threat to Caesar. Pilate was not 
interested in Jewish teachings and theology, he was a Roman leader and was reassured 
that this man was not in competition to Rome, and he said:- 

Luke 23:4 ‘I find no basis for a charge against this man’. 

The leaders insisted that Jesus stirs up all the people in Judea with his teaching which 
started in Galilee and has now come to Jerusalem. 

When hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean,  When he learned that Jesus 
was, this put Jesus under the authority of Herod’s jurisdiction, and so Pilate sent the 
party of religious leaders and Jesus to Herod Antipas, who was also in Jerusalem at 
that time for the Passover festival. 

The Trial before Herod 

Luke 23:6-12  

Herod Antipas was one of the sons of Herod the Great and he ruled over the Galilee.  
He had been the Herod who had John the Baptist beheaded.  He had wanted to meet 
Jesus hoping he would witness a miracle performed by him and was delighted to meet 
him.  However Jesus refused to perform miracles to entertain the King. 

Then Herod asked him questions but Jesus did not answer him.  The chief priests and 
elders were there accusing him but he made no answer. 

Herod and his soldiers mocked him and ridiculed him, dressing him in an elegant robe as 
though he were a king and sent him back to Pilate, refusing to pass the death sentence 
on the Jewish ‘Messiah’. 

Interestingly Luke 23:12 tells us that from that day, Pilate and Herod became friends. 
Previously they had been enemies.  When Pilate had first became procurator of Judea, 
he sent shields to be put into the Temple but this was against the sensitivities of the 
Jews as the shields had images of the Emperor on them and this desecrated the 
Temple.   The people were incensed in Jerusalem and Herod had written to Pilate asking 
him to have them removed.  Pilate refused and so Herod wrote to the Emperor who 
then made Pilate remove them.  They had been enemies ever since then.  However in 
this case Pilate recognised Herod’s authority over this citizen and passed him over to 
Herod for interrogation.  That smoothed things over between them and they became 
friends on the back of Jesus trials.  Herod handed Jesus back to Pilate.
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Easter Teaching No. 9 

The Second Trial before Pilate 

Luke 23:13-15 
‘Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people and said to 
them “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion.  
I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him, neither has Herod for he sent him back to me, as you can see he 
has done nothing to deserve death.  Therefore I will punish him and then 
release him.”’ 

Mark 15:6-10 tells us that at this Feast it was custom for Pilate to release a 
prisoner of their choice.  So in an attempt to have Jesus released, he offered 
to either release Jesus or Barabbas.  Barabbas had been imprisoned for 
insurrection and murder.  Pilate assumed that the crowd would rather have 
Jesus released.  We are told that Pilate had come to know that it was due to 
envy that the religious authorities wanted Jesus done away with.  

As Pilate was sitting on the judgement seat,  he received an urgent message 
from his wife, who by tradition was called Claudia, informing him that she’d had 
a dream about Jesus and suffered all day with what she had dreamt, she warned 
her husband to have nothing to do with Jesus as he was a righteous man. 

However, Pilate had to contend with his own conscience, the warning from his 
wife and the crowd that had gathered below (don’t forget trials were conducted 
in public) 

Pilate asked the crowd Matthew 27:20-22 
‘Which of the two do you want me to release to you’, but the chief priests and 
elders had stirred up the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
executed’   ‘Barabbas’, they cried.    ‘What shall I do then with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” Pilate asked, ‘Crucify him’, they shouted, ’ but what crime 
has he committed?’   ‘Crucify him, crucify him’ they shouted. 

Pilate could see that the crowd was becoming agitated and that he could have a 
riot on his hands, so he took a bowl of water, stood in front of the crowd and 
washed his hands in front of them and said 

‘I am innocent of this man’s blood, it is your responsibility’, to which the crowd 
replied, ‘His blood is on us and our children’. 
The religious leadership had rejected Jesus as the Messiah in Matthew chapter 
12, and here the people reject Jesus as the Messiah. Here they invoke a curse 
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upon themselves, saying that the blood of Jesus is on them and their children.  
Something that became very real only 40 years later in 70AD when the city and 
Temple of Jerusalem were totally destroyed and the Jews dispersed all over 
the world (the Diaspora).  Many of those standing before the trial of Jesus and 
their children would have been part of the terrible siege and destruction of 
Jerusalem only 40 years after the crucifixion of their Messiah.  They had 
indeed received the penalty brought on them by the judgement of God for the 
crucifixion of Jesus. 

Pilate on the wishes of the crowd, then released Barabbas 

Now here we have the irony.  Barabbas is known from other sources to have 
been called Jesus Barabbas, his name meaning: Jesus bar (son of) Abbas 
(Father), so Jesus son of the father had committed insurrection and sedition 
against Rome and he was being released instead of Jesus the Son of the Father 
who although being accused of insurrection and sedition, was totally innocent.  
The guilty party was being released and the innocent party punished. 

Have you noticed how originally the charges made by the Jewish leadership 
against Jesus were those of blasphemy because he made himself the Son of 
God, therefore the Messiah.  But Jewish authorities then changed the charges 
when Jesus was brought before Pilate because they knew that Pilate would not 
be interested in any points of religious law.  And so they cleverly made a 
trumped up charge that he was inciting crowds wherever he went, from Galilee 
to Jerusalem and was a competitor to Caesar.  Clever, but tragic when we know 
that Jesus had done nothing worthy of a trial, punishment or death. 

And so Jesus goes on to the next stage of the proceedings, ever closer to his 
crucifixion. 
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Easter Teaching No. 10 

The Messiah is Mocked and Abused 

Pilate made another attempt at releasing Jesus.  He thought that by scourging him 
the crowd would have mercy on him and leave it at that. 

Scourging or flogging was a dreadful punishment and one that often rendered a 
person’s body into shock, many died as a result of this punishment.   

The leather thongs on the end of the handle had pieces of glass and metal attached 
to the end of each thong.  The prisoner would be bound by his hands, his back 
stripped bare and then the lashes would be given, all 40 of them.  It did not take long 
before the flesh was torn away and lacerated, even so far as exposing muscle, 
tendons and bone.  The thongs were so long that they wrapped around the victim, 
gouging flesh from the face, chest and arms.   

Isaiah 52:14 prophesies that many were appalled when they looked at him,  ‘ his 
appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human likeness’. 

John 19:1-6  ‘Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The Roman soldiers twisted 
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.  They clothed him in a purple robe 
and went up to him again saying ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ and they slapped him in the 
face’. 

Jesus had survived the flogging; he would have been physically weak at this point and 
lost a lot of blood which would have put a strain on the functioning of his internal 
organs.  His back would have been a bloody mess, and the flesh on his legs and arms 
torn and lacerated.  His face would have been marred and almost unrecognisable.  But 
this wasn’t enough for the soldiers.  They then put a robe around him, even the touch 
of the cloth onto his body would have been agony.  Then they pushed a crown of 
thorns on his head, piercing his scalp and temples, gouging deep into the already open 
and bloody wounds from the scourging.   We see images of the crucified Jesus with 
just a trickle of blood on his temples from the crown of thorns and the nails in his 
hands and feet and a tidy little incision into his ribs.  In reality he would have been a 
pulpy mess, and that is before the crucifixion. 

The crown of thorns is significant here.  In Genesis 3:18 thorns represented the 
result of God’s curse upon creation after the fall of man.  When Jesus wears the 
crown of thorns, it signifies that he is taking the curse upon himself, on our behalf.  

Pilate brought Jesus out in front of the crowd but instead of having pity on him, they 
called all the more for him to be crucified.  Pilate questioned Jesus once more but 
Jesus refused to speak.    

Pilate said  
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John 19:10 ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you realise I have the power either 
to free you or to crucify you?’ 

Jesus replied, ‘You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from 
above.  Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin’. 

Outside the crowds were still agitated and shouting and the Jewish Leaders were 
still stirring them up – the leaders then played their trump card:- 

‘If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesars.  Anyone who claims to be a king 
opposes Caesar’.  With this Pilate saw he had no choice but to have Jesus crucified. 

Why did Pilate buckle under these words?  Pilate, who was originally an equestrian 
knight, was given the job as Procurator of Judea by his friend Sejanus.  Sejanus was 
the Chief Administrator of the Roman Empire for the emperor Tiberius.  He was a 
close advisor to Tiberius and hoped to become his successor. But he plotted against 
Tiberius and before the plan could be executed, someone informed the emperor.  
Sejanus and his co-conspirators were being held and questioned at the time and were 
awaiting execution.  The emperor was questioning the allegiance of every associate of 
Sejanus and imprisoning those who he thought may be involved in the plot.   The 
emperor had already received several complaints about Pilate and his rulership. 

The last thing Pilate needed was a report going back to the emperor that he had 
failed to quash a riot in troublesome Judea, especially as they were accusing him of 
being in opposition to Caesar.  He saw his own fate in their cries 

Pilate asked the crowd ‘Shall I crucify your king?’; the crowd replied ‘we have no king 
but Caesar’. 

And so after attempts to have this innocent Jewish man released, this man who had 
done nothing wrong by either the Jewish religious or Roman civil law.  Jesus who was 
failed by the protection of the Sanhedrin laws, and failed by Rome on an accusation 
that Pilate could not afford to ignore, Pilate handed over to the soldiers to be 
crucified.    Pilate is remembered for his part in the crucifixion of Jesus in the 
Apostles Creed: 

‘He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.’ 

We now move onto the next horror Jesus had to endure ……. 
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Easter Teaching No. 11 

Crucifixion 

The date was 15th Nisan 30 AD or our equivalent of 7th April AD 30 

Matt 27:31-34 
Jesus carried his own cross however prisoners would not normally be scourged 
beforehand and Jesus so was greatly weakened by the flogging, and a bystander, 
Simon of Cyrene was compelled by the soldiers to carry Jesus’ cross.   

Cyrene is in North Africa and so Simon had obviously travelled to Jerusalem for the 
Passover.   Mark 15:21 tells us that he was the father of Alexander and Rufus and 
this is significant as later on.  Mark’s gospel was written to the Romans and later 
when Paul wrote to the Romans in Romans 16:13 there is mention of a man called 
Rufus. The church in Rome was not founded by Paul but by believers.  Did this man 
Simon become a believer in Jesus as the Messiah and then travel to Rome, taking his 
family with him, and help to found the church there, and was it significant that Paul 
mentioned him because of his father’s role in carrying the cross of Jesus? 

Luke 23:27-31 
A common practice of the day was professional wailers and lamenters, women who 
would follow the procession of those who were to be executed.  However Jesus turns 
to them and says ‘Weep for yourselves and for your children’ alluding to the curse 
they took upon themselves when the crowd outside the Praetorium called for his 
crucifixion, and told Pilate that Jesus’ blood would be upon them and their children.  
The outworking of this curse came to its climax with the destruction of the Temple 
and the City in AD70. 

Then the procession arrived at Golgotha, the place of the skull, more particularly 
meaning the place of execution.  According to archaeological evidence, the site of the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is actually the site of ancient Golgotha 
and would have been where Jesus and others were crucified. 

Before crucifixion took place, all those condemned for execution were offered an 
analgesic mixture of wine mingled with gall and myrrh.  This would have rendered 
them lightheaded or even unconscious whilst the nailing procedure took place.  
However Mark 15:23 tells us that Jesus refused this drink and so would have been 
fully conscious for the crucifixion itself. 

And so at 9 o’clock in the morning (or the third hour) the special Passover Lamb – the 
Chagigah – was being sacrificed in the Temple by the priests, at the same time Jesus, 
our Passover lamb was being nailed to the cross.   

I have summarised this article which I found on The Christian Broadcasting Network 
which quote material from Dr Pierre Barebet, a French surgeon who has done 
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exhaustive historical and experimental research on the subject of crucifixion and has 
written extensively on it:  I summarise his works as follows: 

“The first known practice of crucifixion was by the Persians and it was 
Alexander the Great who brought this practice back to the Mediterranean 
world.  The Romans learned it from the Carthaginians and rapidly developed a 
high degree of efficiency and skill at it. 

The prisoner would have not carried his complete cross, but rather the cross 
piece, the patibulum from the prison to the execution site.  This would normally 
have weighed about 110 pounds and would have been impossible for Jesus to 
have carried the 650 yards to the crucifixion site of Golgotha because of the 
scourging beforehand.  He would have been bleeding and sweating with the 
cold, clammy sweat of shock.  A bystander, Simon is ordered to carry the 
crosspiece. 

Once at the execution site, Simon is ordered to place the patibulum on the 
ground and Jesus is quickly thrown backward by the soldiers with his shoulders 
against the wood.  The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the 
wrist and drives a heavy, square wrought iron nail through the wrist and deep 
into the wood.  Quickly he moves to the other side and repeats the action, 
being careful not to pull the arms too tightly but to allow some flexion and 
movement. The patibulum is then lifted into place. 

The left foot is now pressed backward against the right foot and with both 
feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the 
knees moderately flexed.  The victim is now crucified. 

As he slowly sags down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, 
excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the 
brain, the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves. 

As he pushes himself upward to avoid this stretching torment, he places his 
full weight on the nail through his feet.  Again there is the searing agony of 
the nail tearing through the nerves between the metatarsal bones of the feet.   

At this point, as the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the 
muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain.  With these cramps 
comes the inability to push himself upward.  Hanging by his arms, the pectoral 
muscles are paralysed and the intercostal muscles are unable to act.  Air can 
be drawn into the lungs but cannot be exhaled.   Finally carbon dioxide builds 
up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially subside.  
Spasmodically, he is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in the 
life-giving oxygen. 
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Jesus experienced hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending 
cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain where tissue is torn 
from his lacerated back as he moves up and down against the rough timber.   

Then another agony begins, a terrible crushing pain deep in the chest as the 
pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.  The loss 
of tissue fluids has reached a critical level; the compressed heart is struggling 
to pump heavy, thick sluggish blood into the tissue; the tortured lungs are 
making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air.  The markedly dehydrated 
tissues send their flood of stimuli to the brain. 

The body of Jesus is now in extremes and he can feel the chill of death 
creeping through his tissues.   

The common method of ending a crucifixion was by crurifracture, the breaking 
of the bones of the legs.  This prevented the victim from pushing himself 
upward; the tension could not be relieved from the muscles of the chest and 
rapid suffocation occurred. 

However this was not necessary in the case of Jesus.   He had already died.   
To make doubly sure of Jesus’ death, the legionnaire drove his lance through 
the fifth interspace between the ribs, upward through the pericardium and 
into the heart.  There was an escape of water fluid from the sac surrounding 
the heart, giving post mortem evidence that our Lord died not the usual 
crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure (broken/ruptured heart) 
due to shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium’. “ 

This is a shocking account of what Jesus had to endure whilst on the cross. The pain 
and suffering this method of execution caused to the victim.  Death must have been 
a blessed release. 

Let’s find out more of what happened when Jesus was crucified. 
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Easter Teaching No. 12 

Hanging on the Cross  

John 19:18-27, Matthew 27:35 

After Jesus was hoisted up on the cross the soldiers went to divide his garments 
between them.  Four soldiers would have been assigned to crucify him and these 
soldiers would divide the convicts clothing between them. This was considered to be 
the spoils of crucifixion. 

Jewish men in those days wore five items of clothing:   (1) The upper garment, also 
called the outer garment,  (2) the under garment, also called the inner garment,  (3) a 
head covering,  (4) shoes or sandals and  (5) the robe , or outer coat, which was the 
one which had the largest  single piece of cloth.  

The soldiers saw that Jesus robe, or outer coat was an expensive one and of good 
quality, they therefore cast lots for his robe, and one soldier would have won.  This 
was in fulfilment of Psalm 22: 18 ‘They divide my clothes amongst them and cast lots 
for my garment’. 

Pilate then had an inscription fixed onto the cross, above Jesus’ head (making it a 
superscription). This was called a ‘titulus’ and would have been written on parchment, 
displaying the crime of the person crucified for all those around him to read.  
However the charge against Jesus read more like a statement, it was written in 
Hebrew, Latin and Greek so that all could read and understand it. 

Matthew 27:37  ‘This is Jesus, The King of the Jews’. 

John 19:21  The religious leaders went to Pilate and asked him to change the 
superscription from ‘The King of the Jews’ to  ‘this man claimed to be the King of the 
Jews’.   Pilate answered ‘I have written what I have written’. 

Did Pilate do this as revenge to the religious leaders as they had made him crucify a 
man contrary to both law and to his judgement, or did he truthfully have an 
inclination that this man could just be who he said he was? 

Two men were crucified each side of Jesus. They are commonly referred to as  
‘robbers’, but robbery was not a capital offence.  It is very likely however that these 
men were of the party of Barabbas and were guilty of insurrection and sedition.  Luke 
uses the word for ‘criminal’ in his account (Luke 23:32).    

To start with both of these men crucified alongside Jesus mocked him:- 
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Luke 21:39   ‘Are you not the Messiah! Save yourself and us!’   But the other criminal 
rebuked him.  ‘Don’t you fear God since you are under the same sentence? We are 
being punished justly for we are getting what our deeds deserve, but this man has 
done nothing wrong.’  Then he said ‘ Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom’.  Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise’. 

What a wonderful conversion:  even though this criminal was dying he recognised that 
he himself was a sinner and that Jesus was not.  Although Jesus was dying alongside 
him, he believed that Jesus could still save him.   He recognised Jesus for who he 
truly was, the Messiah.  He must have believed that although his Messiah was dying, 
he would have the power to come back to life and set up his kingdom.   This is a clear 
picture of God’s grace in action. 

Although Jesus was in agony, fastened to the cross, bleeding and dying this did not 
arouse any form of compassion from the crowds.  They jeered and mocked and 
laughed.  The site of the crucifixion was near a main road leading into Jerusalem.  On 
Passover morning the city gates were open and traffic flowed in and out of the city. 
Those walking by could read the superscription on the cross. 

Mark 15:29-32 
“Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘So you 
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, come down from the 
cross and save yourself.  In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law mocked him among themselves ‘ He saved others, but he cannot save himself.  Let 
this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down from the cross, that we may see and 
believe’.   Those crucified with him also heaped insults upon him.” 

Herod and Pilate together with their soldiers had already mocked and abused him. 
Representatives of every type of citizen in Jerusalem from religious and political 
rulers,  high standing officials, ordinary people, and criminals – they all mocked Jesus 
cruelly and yet he did not respond at all to their jeers. 

Jesus did speak from the cross…  we will see that in our next study. 
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Easter Teaching No. 13(a) 

Jesus’ Statements from the Cross 

Jesus made seven statements from the Cross:- 

1st Statement from the Cross -  

Luke 23:34 - ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing’. 

As soon as Jesus was crucified, he prayed aloud and asked the forgiveness of the 
soldiers who were carrying out their duty.  We see in Acts 3:17, Peter speaking to his 
fellow Jews  ‘Now fellow Israelites I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your 
leaders. But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, 
saying that his Messiah would suffer’.   

We also see in 1 Corinthians 2:8 ‘None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory’. 

Even in extreme anguish, Jesus held up those who had done him wrong and asked his 
Father to forgive them.  He held no grudge or animosity, he knew they were just 
playing their role in the fulfilment of scripture. 

2nd Statement from the Cross  

Luke 23:43 - ‘Today you shall be with me in paradise’. 

As we have seen from the previous study, one of the criminals crucified alongside 
Jesus, asked Jesus to remember him when he came into his kingdom.  The truth 
would be, that both of them would die that day, but would not be lost.  They would 
both enter the paradise section of Sheol. 

3rd Statement from the Cross 

John 19:25b – 27 ‘Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleopas and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother there, 
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her ‘Woman, here is your  
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son’, and to the disciple ‘Here is your mother’.  From that time on this disciple took 
her into his home”.                    See also Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40 & John 19:25 

Put this altogether and we see who the women were watching from a distance:-  

(1) Mary the mother of Jesus, 
(2) Mary the mother of James and Judas (two of Jesus disciples). The wife of 

Cleopas – who by tradition was the sister of the step-father of Jesus, 
which would make James and Judas his step-cousins.  Cleopas was the 
disciple who later met Jesus on the road to Emmaus. 

(3) Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee,  James and John, two of the 
apostolic group. She was the sister of Mary, Jesus’ mother making James 
and John his first cousins.  (John 19:25) 

(4) Mary Magdalene  

It was the responsibility of the firstborn son to take care of the welfare of his 
widowed mother.  We can assume from this that Joseph his step-father had died.   
He handed the responsibility of his mother’s welfare to John.  Although not directly 
named, this was a common way of referring to yourself in a narrative without actually 
giving, and this account was written by John. 

4th Statement from the Cross 

Matthew 27:45-46 –  ‘Eli, Eli lama sabachthani’ My God, My God why have you 
forsaken me?’ 

Jesus uttered this cry about the ninth hour, he had been on the cross for 6 hours.   
This would have been about 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  This cry is a direct quote 
from Psalm 22, a psalm of David.  Take time to read Psalm 22, and feel the anguish 
and pain that are in it.  The description of the despair and helplessness is so much 
like that Jesus was experiencing on the cross, it could have been written by Jesus 
himself.  It was like a direct description of crucifixion and yet this Psalm was written 
at least 420 years before Rome ruled Israel and 500 years before Jesus was 
crucified. 

This is the first cry of anguish that Jesus made.  Through his trials, flogging, 
crucifixion and mockery he remained quiet.  Yet it was now dark, though only 3 in the 
afternoon.  It had been dark for 3 hrs.  Jesus had the sin of the whole world upon his 
shoulders and God could not look at Jesus.  Jesus had never been out of fellowship 
with his Heavenly Father but now God had turned his back on him.  Jesus cried, not  

because of the physical pain, but because he was suffering the wrath of God on our 
behalf.  God had turned the skies dark because he didn’t want the world to see the 
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suffering of Jesus when he became sin for us.  Remember what we have said about 
darkness in previous studies? 

Jesus had never referred to his Father as ‘my God’ anywhere written in the 
scriptures, he always used ‘Father’ or my ‘Father’.  Yet now that he was taking the sin 
of the world upon himself, his relationship with God was judicial, God was judging the 
sin of the world through Jesus, hence Jesus referred to his Father as ‘God’. 

The bystanders thought mistakenly that Jesus was calling to Elijah as Eli can be a 
short-form of Elijah to the Hebrew ear.   Someone went forward to give him a drink 
but others held him back to see if Elijah would come to rescue Jesus. 

This teaching is continued in Easter Teaching No. 13 (b) 
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Easter Teaching No. 13(b) 

Jesus Statements from the Cross (continued) 

5th Statement from the Cross   -  ‘I thirst’ 

John 19:28 – “Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said ‘I am thirsty’.  A jar of wine vinegar was 
there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of hyssop plant, 
and lifted it to Jesus’ lips”. 

Jesus had just undergone the judgment of God.  We see another man who had 
undergone the judgement of God in Luke 16:22-24  with the story of the rich 
man and Lazarus.  The rich man had undergone the judgement of God and the 
pains of hell, and he was thirsty and begged for a drink. 

Psalm 22: 14-15 ‘I am poured out like water and all my bones are out of joint.  
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me.  My mouth is dried up like 
a potsherd and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth, you lay me in the dust 
of death’. 

Jesus needed his mouth refreshed for the next two statements he would make 
from the cross – so that all could hear him loudly and clearly: 

6th Statement from the Cross – ‘It is finished’ 

John 19:30 “When he had received the drink, Jesus said ‘It is finished’”. 

These three words are only one word in Greek, ‘tetelestai’ which is an accounting 
term for ‘paid in full’.  Jesus had accomplished his mission, he had done what all 
the animal sacrifices over the centuries could not do, he had removed the 
penalty of sin. Mission accomplished, paid in full. 

Charles Ryrie comments;   ‘It is finished!’  Receipts for taxes found in the papyri 
have written across them this single Greek word, which means ‘paid in full’.  The 
price for our redemption from sin was paid in full by our Lord’s death’. 

7th Statement from the Cross  ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit’ 
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Luke 23:46 
Jesus chose the time he would die.  His relationship with his Heavenly Father 
had been restored from that of judgement to his paternal relationship, he 
addressed him again as ‘Father’, showing that his cry for help in his fourth 
statement from the cross had been answered. 

Jesus quoted this statement from Psalm 31:5 ‘Into your hands I commit my 
spirit; deliver me, Lord, my faithful God’. 

Even at the very end Jesus trusts God to care for him. 

Mark 15:37 and Luke 23.46 
‘With this Jesus bowed his head and gave up his spirit’ – John 19:30 

As soon as his mission was complete there was no need for him to suffer 
anymore and so he just gave up his own spirit and died. 

Jesus died as the Paschal Lamb, the Passover Lamb.  His blood was shed in order 
that he might save us from the slavery of sin.   However the shedding of his 
blood is not enough.   On that first night of Passover, the Israelites not only 
had to kill their lamb, they also had to then sprinkle the blood on the doorposts 
and lintels.  Had they only killed the lamb but not applied the blood, the angel of 
death would have meted out death to the first-born.  Applying the blood was 
vital, it saved them from death. 

The same is true of the blood of the Messiah.  His blood has been shed for us, 
but we must apply the blood by believing that he died for our sins, and accepting 
him as our Lord and Saviour.  This is the significance of the death of Jesus as it 
relates to Passover.  

What other events happened after Jesus’ death …  

Let’s move onto the next study. 
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Easter Teaching No. 14 

What Happened after Jesus died 

The Curtain of the Temple 

Matthew  27:51   
‘At that moment the curtain of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom’ 

The curtain of the Temple was 60 ft high and 30 ft wide it was woven from many 
threads and the thickness of a man’s palm.  This was the curtain that separated the 
Holy Place from the Holy of Holies.  The Holy of Holies was where the Shechinah 
glory of God dwelt and was of the utmost sanctity, even if the High Priest entered 
the Holy of Holies and God did not accept the sacrifice he offered, he would be 
struck dead. 

Priestly duties were carried out in the Holy Place and the priests would have seen the 
curtain, but it was only the High Priest who could enter the Holy of Holies once a 
year on the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur to sprinkle the blood of bulls to take away 
the sin of the Nation of Israel.   This curtain could never have been torn by the 
hands of men, yet at the moment of Christ’s death, God tore the curtain from top to 
bottom.  The ultimate sacrifice had been made, Jesus’ own blood.  No more was man 
separated from God on the basis of sin, that price had been paid for.  There was no 
longer the need for that curtain which separated man from the presence of God.  
God was now approachable by all on the basis of the spilled blood of Christ.  The 
Mosaic law had been fulfilled by the Messiah. 

Hebrews 10:19-20  

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water 
  
The Earthquake 

Matthew 27:51  
There was an earthquake and the tombs broke open and many holy people were raised 
to life.   We are told that it was after Jesus resurrection, that these people came 
out of their tombs and went into Jerusalem and appeared to many. 

Just as Jesus had resurrected Lazarus, at the moment of Jesus’ death many people 
were also resurrected to life, and once Jesus had been resurrected on the third day, 
they then went into Jerusalem.   What a witness, what an authentication that Jesus 
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was able to break the power of death.  These would have been witnesses to the fact 
that they had been dead, and would have been reunited with their families. 

Whilst the tearing of the temple curtain had been in private for only a few privileged 
priests, this resurrection to life would have been public and the talk of Jerusalem, 
coinciding with the talk of the resurrection of the man they had all witnessed dying 
on the cross only three days earlier.  This would not have been a resurrection to 
eternal life, but to natural human life, they would have died again at some time, but 
they would have been cause for joy and astonishment, unbelief and confusion.   During 
this time the religious leaders and Pilate wanted to deny the resurrection of Jesus, 
but all those others!  Explain that lot away! A little divine humour maybe? 

The reaction of the Centurion and crowd 

Those people who were standing at the foot of the cross and the Centurion, were 
witness to the earthquake and were terrified, the gentile Centurion, probably one of 
the four soldiers assigned to crucify Jesus, exclaimed ‘ Surely this man was the Son 
of God.’ 

The Centurion would have seen hundreds of crucifixions and yet this one was 
different.  This man did not shout and swear whilst carrying his cross to Golgotha, he 
didn’t curse at the soldiers as they drove the nails through his wrists but forgave 
them as they carried out their gruesome task.  He didn’t rail at the bystanders who 
mocked him whilst he died in agony.   There was also 3 hours of darkness in what 
should have been the hottest part of the day.  This Jesus only lasted 6 hours instead 
of the many hours or sometimes days it would normally take to die.  Add to that the 
earthquake at the moment of this man’s death, and the conclusion this gentile man 
came to was: ‘Surely this man was the son of God’ 

Because it was the eve of a special Sabbath, Pilate instructed the soldiers to break 
the legs of those crucified to hasten their deaths, as he needed them to be buried as 
soon as possible, but the soldier reported that Jesus had already died.  To make 
sure, the soldier took his spear and thrust it into Jesus’ side and blood and water 
flowed out.  (see my Easter Teaching No. 11 for more details on the significance of 
this).   

This was to fulfil the scripture in Exodus 12:46 where it says that none of the bones 
of the Passover lamb were to be broken and Zechariah 12:10 which refers to the 
piercing of the Messiah. 

Jesus was dead of that there was no doubt.    He just needed to be buried. 
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Easter Teaching No. 15 

The Burial of Jesus 

Mark 15:42 -47    Luke 23:50-54  Matthew 27:57-61  John 19:28-32 

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus approached Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  
They were two men on the Council, which meant two men of the Sanhedrin.    The 
Sanhedrin were made up of 71 members and for any meeting to take place, or for a 
decision to be made, at least 23 had to be present.   Obviously Nicodemus and Joseph 
were not present at Jesus’ trials as we are told that all were in agreement with his 
conviction and execution.   

John 19:38  Joseph believed in Jesus but up to that point secretly because he feared 
the Jewish leaders.   Luke tells us that he was a good and upright man and had not 
consented to their decision and action regarding Jesus.  He was accompanied by 
Nicodemus, who had previously visited Jesus by night. 

Pilate consented to Joseph’s request and he and Nicodemus took Jesus’ body away, 
wrapped it with spices and strips of linen cloth.  There was a garden near to where 
Jesus had been crucified.  Joseph and Nicodemus buried Jesus and rolled the stone 
into position in front of the burial cave. 

Matthew 27:60  Tells us that Joseph had bought the tomb in the garden for his own 
use and that it was new and had never been used before. 

This was in fulfilment of Isaiah 53:9 
‘He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death….’ 

Ordinarily criminals would be assigned a burial plot but Joseph offered his own new 
tomb in the private garden. 

It is significant that Jesus was buried in a garden.  It was in the Garden of Eden that 
sin had first entered into the human experience through the first Adam, and it was 
through the death of Jesus, the second Adam that now the garden was a place of 
redemption and restoration. 

All synoptic gospels tell us that the woman were onlookers to the burial and knew 
where Jesus was buried. 
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It is only Matthew who tells us in his account chapter 27:62 that the chief priests 
and Pharisees went to Pilate and reminded him that the ‘Deceiver’ said he would rise 
again in three days and suggested that the tomb was secured to ensure that the 
disciples did not steal the body and say it had been raised from the dead  as if that 
happened that this deception would be worse than the first. 

Pilate agreed and set a Roman guard to firstly seal it and then to guard it.  The seal 
would have been a set of ropes criss-crossing over the stone covering the tomb.  A 
clay seal would then have been put into place, bearing the Roman insignia where all 
four criss-crosses met.  

Note how the religious authorities addressed Jesus in their address to Pilate,  calling 
him ‘The Deceiver’,  this was a common Pharisaic way of addressing a malefactor.  
They would use either a derogatory term or substituted a name. 

Even today Jewish writings refer to Jesus (Yeshua), as Yeshu, which in Hebrew is a 
three-lettered acronym meaning ‘May his name and memory be blotted out’. 

So Jesus was finally buried, the women watching whilst Joseph and Nicodemus went 
about their business, looking on in sadness and grief, whilst the Roman soldiers sealed 
the tomb and kept guard. 

It was now the Sabbath. 
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Easter Teaching No. 16 

He’s Alive 

We left Jesus in the tomb, being guarded by the Roman soldiers, having a seal placed 
on the stone covering the entrance to the tomb.   The women were on-lookers having 
clearly seen where Jesus had been buried. 

Jesus died at 3 pm on the Friday and the Sabbath would start between 6 and 7 pm 
that evening.  The claiming of the body and the burial would have to be a hurried 
affair in order not to violate the Sabbath. 

The women who had been totally unprepared for this burial, would have to wait until 
after the Sabbath finished before they could buy spices to anoint Jesus’ body.  Mark 
16:1 tells us that when the Sabbath had finished, the women went to buy spices but 
as by that time it was dark, they would leave it until daylight the next morning 
before going back to the tomb. 

We see several accounts of the women going to Jesus’ tomb: 
Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12 and John 20:1-10 and when we put all 
these together we see the whole picture.  

Early on the Sunday morning, once the sun had risen, Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, returned to the tomb and according to Matthew 28 
from verse 2   there was a violent earthquake and an angel came down from heaven, 
rolled the stone away and sat on it. 

The women braved the Roman guard who had been placed there by Pilate, we are told 
that on the way to the tomb they had spoken to each other and wondered how they 
could roll away the stone from the tomb.  Yet, as they approached there was an 
earthquake and an angel appeared, and these professional soldiers were so afraid 
that in verse 4 ‘they appeared as dead men’, in other words they were terrified. 

Let’s just focus on this for a minute:   Not only would the soldiers have been afraid 
of what they were witnessing, but when they heard the angel say to the women that 
the tomb was empty, they would have feared for their lives.  Going down to verse 11 
tells us that some of the guards went into the city to report to the chief priests 
what had happened.  The chief priests then devised a plan, giving the soldiers a large 
sum of money.  They told the soldiers to say ‘His disciples came during the night and 
stole him away whilst we were asleep’.  We are told that this story of the stealing of 
Jesus body by the disciples was circulated certainly up to the time that Matthew 
recorded this event.  What the chief priests did not want, was the claim that the 
body of Jesus was not there because he had been resurrected back to life, as he had 
previously claimed he could. 

Two things worthy of comment here:-   
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Firstly it was a capital offence for a Roman soldier to sleep whilst on duty, and yet 
the soldiers were told by the chief priests to say they had slept. 

Secondly, if the soldiers were asleep, then how would they have known who had stolen 
Jesus’ body?   It simply doesn’t make sense, but then as we have learned from the 
trial of Jesus, rules can be bent, and claims made that simply do not make sense.  The 
chief priests reassured the soldiers that if the governor (Pilate) heard of this, then 
they would intervene on their behalf. 

Going back to the women:   
The angel told them that Jesus had risen as he said he would and invited them to see 
where Jesus had lain.  The angel then instructed them to go and tell the disciples 
that Jesus was alive and go to Galilee where He will meet them. 

Mary ran to tell Peter and John, and the other women ran to tell the other disciples.  
Whilst Peter and John ran to the tomb, the other disciples did not believe the 
women’s message, and the word in Greek here is ‘leros’ which means, worthless, idle, 
nonsense, their message was humbug! 

John believed the miracle of Jesus resurrection but Peter could not make sense of 
it, such was his state of mind at the time. 

John 20:11-18 Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb to be met by two angels 
(although she did not recognise them as such) who asked her why she was weeping, 
she replied ‘they have taken away my Lord and I do not know where they have laid 
him’. 

Then Jesus appeared before Mary and asked her the same question, and Mary 
believing him to be the gardener replied ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him and I will get him.’ 

Jesus then said ‘Mary’ ……… on hearing her name, she recognised this man to be Jesus 
himself.   She then went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord. 

In Matt 28:9 & 10 we see that as the women were walking away from his empty tomb, 
Jesus appeared to the women, and the women worshipped him.   Jesus told them to 
go and tell the disciples to go to Galilee, where they will see Him. 

However, the disciples did not leave for Galilee and so that shows that yet again they 
did not believe the account of the women and so they stayed put hiding behind locked 
doors in Jerusalem. 

John 20:19 tells us that on the evening of the first day of the week, that is,  much 
later on the same day that the women had gone to the tomb, Jesus appeared in a 
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locked room to the disciples.   We are told they were in fear of the Jewish 
leadership. 

He said ‘Peace be with you’ and then breathed on them so they could receive the Holy 
Spirit, telling them that just as the Father had sent him, he was now sending them. 
This was their commission, just as Jesus had witnessed to the Father, they were now 
to witness to the Son. 

Thomas, who has been known throughout Christian history as ‘Doubting Thomas’, was 
not present with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to them and he would not 
believe their account. 

However a week later, all the disciples were in a locked room together including 
Thomas, when Jesus appeared to them.  He singled out Thomas and showed him his 
hands and his side.  At this Thomas replied:   ‘My Lord and My God!’ 

We pronounce these words to Jesus today, the One who went as a lamb to the 
slaughter,  the One who was raised to life, the One who is seated at the right hand 
of God,  the One who will come again to take us to Himself. 

Indeed 

My Lord and My God to you be the glory and the power forever more.  AMEN 
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Easter Teaching No. 17 
Talmudic Evidence for the Messiah 

So we have ridden the journey with Jesus from his triumphal entrance into 
Jerusalem on the donkey at Palm Sunday, witnessed the travesty of his trials, been 
shocked by his flogging,  devastated at his crucifixion and grieved with the women at 
his burial.  Yet amongst the sadness of this week, we have also rejoiced at his 
resurrection, wondered at his victory and captured our breath and reminded 
ourselves that this was all part of God’s ultimate plan for the redemption of his 
creation. 

Everything we know about the Easter story is recorded in the Scriptures, that is 
where our source of knowledge is from, and a rich source it is too, however are there 
any Jewish writings about the person of Jesus, or the consequences of the 
crucifixion? 

Yes, there are, and these are found in the Jerusalem Talmud and the Babylonian 
Talmud.  Following the destruction of the Temple in 70AD the Jewish leaders wrote 
two versions of Jewish thought, one of religious history and the other commentary.  
The Jerusalem Talmud was written in Palestine and the other written in Babylon and 
became known as the Babylonian Talmud.  These recorded several events that 
occurred but are always referred to as ’40 years before the destruction of the 
Temple’, i.e., 30 AD, the year our Lord was crucified. 

We will see how these are significant to both Jews and Christians alike: 

The Miracle of the Lot 

On the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) the High Priest would select two goats, one 
would be sacrificed as a sin offering and the other would be set free into the 
wilderness, as the scapegoat (Azazel).   The High Priest would pray over the goat to 
be set free, placing the sin of the nation upon it.  The goat would then be released 
into the wilderness whilst the other goat was sacrificed and its blood shed as an 
atonement for sin.  There would be two stones cast for the lot, one white and one 
black, the lot for Azazel was a black stone.    

In the 200 years since this practice had been carried out, the black stone and the 
white stone were randomly picked as one would expect.  However after the year 30 
AD, it was only the black stone which was picked, the odds against this occurring 
each year for 40 years is astronomical.  The Jews knew that something fundamental 
about this event at Yom Kippur had changed and signified something important, 
something unexplainable, and perhaps sinister. 

The Miracle of Azazel 
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A portion of red cloth was tied to the Azazel goat before it was released into the 
wilderness.   A piece of that cloth was torn off the goat and placed on the door of 
the Temple.  Each year the portion of red cloth tied to the Temple door turned 
white, a miracle which became known as the ‘Miracle of Azazel’.   

To explain the miracle: the red cloth represented the sins of the nation, the turning 
of the cloth from red to white, showed that God accepted the atonement sacrifice 
and by a miracle turned the red cloth to white.   

As in:- Isaiah 1:18 ‘though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be white as snow’ 

This ‘Miracle of Azazel’, stopped 40 years before the destruction of the Temple, the 
red strip remained red, the conclusion of the religious leaders was that God had not 
forgiven their sin; the sin of the nation had remained unforgiven and unremoved.  

The Miracle of the Temple Doors 

40 years before the destruction of the Temple, the Temple doors swung open of 
their own accord.  This is recorded by both Josephus and the Talmud.  The doors 
were heavy and took several men to open them but in 30 AD they swung open of their 
own accord and continued to do so each night until the Temple was destroyed.  In the 
Jewish mind-set this either demonstrated the departure of God’s presence from the 
Temple or an invitation to invaders.  It is recorded that Rabbi Yochannan Ben Zakkai 
saw this event as a sign of the future destruction of the Temple. 

Quote from the Talmud Sotah 6:3 
“Said Rabban Yochannan Ben Zakkai to the Temple, ‘O Temple why do you frighten 
us? We know that you will end up destroyed’”. 

For information: Rabbi Yochannan Ben Zakkai was a distinguished first century 
disciple of Hillel, called by the Jewish people ‘father of wisdom and the father of 
generations’ because he ensured the continuation of Jewish scholarship after the 
destruction of the Temple. 

The Miracle of the Temple Menorah 

The menorah, the seven branched candlestick in the Temple continued to go out 
despite the priest’s attempts and precautions to prevent this happening. This 
western light was the centre lamp standing in the first room of the Temple, the Holy 
place.   According to tradition it symbolised God’s presence and blessing and was to 
be kept continually alight at all costs.  Yet despite the priests keeping extra oil and 
implements, the light kept going out. 

Quote from the Jerusalem Talmud – tractate Yoma 6:3 
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“It has been taught: Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the western 
light went out”. 

Legend of the Lintel 

The lintel of the Temple doorway, an enormous stone of at least thirty feet long, 
cracked and fell in 30 AD.    Jerome, one of the early church fathers connected the 
tearing of the curtain and the earthquake as being responsible. 

Interestingly, the Jewish writers never recorded the tearing of the curtain in the 
Temple but all the above miracles are recorded as happening ‘40 years before the 
destruction of the Temple’, the very year of the crucifixion of our Lord. 

We see the significance of these legends very clearly.  In the Miracle of the Lot, the 
black stone for the scapegoat was continually chosen.  Why?  The other goat was not 
needed to be sacrificed,  Jesus himself had been the ultimate sacrifice, no further 
shedding of blood needed to be done. 

With the Miracle of Azazel, the cloth remained red.  No longer was animal sacrifice 
required, Jesus the Paschal Lamb had shed his blood and sprinkled it in the Heavenly 
Tabernacle to cleanse us from our sins.  Azazel was superfluous, he was no longer 
needed, our sin had already been removed:- 

Hebrews 10:11 “Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again 
and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sin.  But when this priest 
had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and 
since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstall”. 

The Miracle of the Temple doors.  The temple was a building of segregation, 
separating Gentiles from Jews, males from females, priests from the High Priest.  
Only one man a year entering into the presence of God in the Holy of Holies.  The 
temple doors remaining open showed that everyone had access to God at all times, 
there was no longer a barrier between man and God, sin had been dealt with. 

Galatians 3:26-28 “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you 
were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ, there is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” 

The Miracle of the Temple Menorah. Jesus became the light of the world. Light is 
defined as life, as seen in  

John 1:4, “In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it”. 
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Those having faith in Jesus will have eternal life. Jesus brought light into the world 
to those who walk in darkness and do not have eternal life because they are unknown 
to God. The representation of God’s light in the Temple was no longer needed.  Jesus 
had become that light. 

We can see that there are no natural explanations as to the ceasing of these Jewish 
miracles.  Even Jewish writings record them as being unexplainable. 

Yet we, having journeyed with Christ, having studied the Easter Story can see very 
well the explanation of these bazaar happenings from a Jewish perspective. 

Lastly, are there any Jewish writings recorded as to why they had Jesus killed.   Yes, 
in the Babylonian Talmud (Soncino Edition)  

On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took 
place, a herald went forth and cried, 'He is going forth to be stoned because he has 
practised sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Anyone who can say anything in his favour, 
let him come forward and plead on his behalf.' But since nothing was brought forward in his 
favour he was hanged on the eve of the Passover. 

— Sanhedrin 43a, Babylonian Talmud (Soncino Edition) 

This tractate confirms the very reason that the Jewish authorities rejected him in 
Matthew chapter 12, denying that his power was from God, saying rather that his 
power was demonic, from Beelzebub.  Note, the name Yeshu, this was not recording 
his name, it was recording him with a derogatory acronym, the acronym (Yimmach 
Shemo Ve-zikro)  meaning, ‘May his name and memory be blotted out’. 

What can we take away from this Easter Story:- 

John 3:16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that he who 
believes in Him shall not perish but will have eternal life.’ 

Thank you for listening or maybe reading these teachings I hope you have found them 
interesting and learned something new.  If you want to discuss anything further, then 
please feel free to contact me.                May God Bless you this Eastertide
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